Abstract
Introduction
A woman has to play an important role either in a house or a family or a society. Until a woman develops from every aspect, it will be almost impossible to lead the country on the way to progress. There can be no two opinions that if a man is educated, he is only educated. If a woman is educated, the whole family is educated. But it is very sad to say that society a good mother and I shall give you a good nation' . This emphasizes the importance of women in the development of a nation.
Nepalese Women are very backward due to various causes such as male dominated society, feudalistic attitude and culture, and dogmatic social structure. If there is a competition held between trained and untrained, obviously, trained will be selected. Similarly, if a backward woman and a man are involved in a competition under the name of equality, obviously the woman cannot compete and it will be unjust on the part of the backward woman. To make them stand on the equal footing, there must be given special priority, privileges and special training to uplift the backward women. (Subedi, 2059 B.S.) Although I do not blindly favor women reservation, yet the representation of handful of elite women's participation can not hold the desire and aspiration of the rest of backward and marginalized women. There have been allegations that women are not allowed for nominations in election as men. Even if they are allowed, they are permitted from the areas where they don't have holds at all due to which they have to lose the election/get defeated in the election.
It is obvious that a woman can't concentrate on election campaign as much as a man since she has to look after or solve the domestic hassles as well. She fails to make nonsensical election propaganda. She can't save her position due to criminalization in politics and politicalization in crimes. Thus, the women, who have covered half of the population of the country, Mao-Tse-Tung-" Women hold half sky"" (Yami, 2007, p. 19 ) and therefore, must be given the privilege of "reservation" in each and every fi eld of the state. Their negligible participation can't ensure their rights.
Until and unless men and women are in the same status from every aspect, reservation realizes to be inevitable. Lenin states "we cannot pull people into politics without bringing the women on political activities" to highlight the importance of women participation in politics (Yami, 2007, p.19 In the beginning of 20 th century, women in diff erent countries across the world, started raising their voices, shouting slogans and started demanding franchise as men. In 1951, International Labor Organization convention passed a bill which said -women should also be given equal wages as men. In 1960, the ILO convention declared another bill to remove professional disparity between a man a woman, it stated the average age of marriage and the legal foundation for the marriage registration. Similarly, Women Day was declared in 1975 to boost up the personality of women and their role. In 1997, a historical declaration was made by UN convention to remove all kind of exploitation, tyranny and discrimination against women and Nepal also signed in the agreement in 1991 and made a commitment to abide by the declaration passed by U.N. convention in 1992, April 22.
Conferences to promote the role of women
The fi rst world women conference was conducted in Mexico City in 1975, the second in Copenhagen in 1980, and the third in Kenya in 1985 which made a plan of action known as " Narrobi Forward Looking Strategy" by 2000. The fourth conference was held in China in 1995 and there were 30,000 women participation in the conference and the movement forwarded by women for their rights was reviewed (CNGD, 2061 B.S.). Following the diff erent movements raised by women, majority of countries of the world have started giving more priority and importance on women participation.
Status of women reservation across the globe
Certain reservation has been guaranteed to increase the women participation in the state in diff erent countries, such as SAARC, South African Countries, Uganda, and Rwanda and Afghanistan and so on. The provision of 33% women participation in the local level village development committee has been guaranteed in the Indian Constitution.
In Afghanistan, out of 250 members of parliament, 2 women representatives are available from each provision and in upper house 50% elected women from parliament can be included by the Veto Power of the president. In Uganda, Rwanda and other South African countries, 30 to 33% of women participation is a must in the parliament or village development committee. There is a proportionate election system in South Africa due to which considerable women representatives are found in the parliament. under the leadership of Shanta Manawi was established in 2037,women -development cell was established under the local-development during Panchayati system in 2038 which was later transformed into women-development division in 2039,women-development division was formed in 2044 under labor ministry, women farmer development division was formed under agriculture ministry in 2049, child and women development branch was formed in the secretariat of National Planning Commission in 2050, women development branch was established in 2050 under education ministry, hydropower branch was formed in 2050 and women-development unit was formed under water ministry, National women and child development council was formed under the chairmanship of the Primeminister which was later inactive. Women and welfare ministry was formed in 2052, women police cell was formed, National women commission was formed in sixth fi ve years plan.
Status of Nepalese women
Population of women 50.5%, women literate population 42.8%, women voters 49.7%, the occupied land by women 10.8%, women house ownership 5.5%, women in constituent assembly 33.77%, women in judicial body 2.24%, women in economic activities 37.5%, women in federation of Industries and commerce and industrial area 2.68%, women lawyers 6.61%, women in judicial service 1.37%, women in communication 14.00%, women as a board of directors in communication sector 4.00% (Shrestha, 2067, p.4) Women participation in political activities and other activities is very negligible due to patriarchy society, narrow thinking, and social and cultural barriers despite having the ability to compete with men folk in every fi eld. Shrestha, 2067B.S. p. 4) According to the local election ordinance of 1997, from VDC to Municipality, there is a clear provision that elected women should be offi cial, however, Table 1 shows that small percent of women( i.e. 6.7% in DDC and 7.7% in VDC) representation in local level.
Women in Nepalese parliament
As per the constitution of 2047 B.S., 5%women must be included in the general election but nothing of that sort happened. When there was the existence of Member of Parliament under the constitution of 2047 till 2058, out of 205 members of parliament, there were not more than 7 women in the parliament. Shrestha, 2067, p. 5) Table 3 shows the representation of women in Central Committee of three major political parties. NCP (UML) has about 18 %, Napali Congress has 11% nearly and UNCP(Maoists) has nearly 9% women representation.
Conclusion
The relevance of women reservation in Nepal can hardly be ignored. Unfortunately, it has been found that women appointment is conducted on the basis of nepotism and favoritism. Appointment is done randomly not on the basis of capability rather on the basis of approach. The leaders have not met their commitments. No activities and exercises are conducted to improve or increase women's self-confi dence and their morale. There is lack of training, and interactions to make women skill-oriented. Women are generally alleged against their characters. Women are suppressed, oppressed, and quelled. They don't get helping hand from family, society, administration and political parties. They are only used to collect crowd, carry fl ags and carrying out diff erent kinds of rallies and demonstrations. Women are lacking self-confi dence. There is lack of unity among women to women. Policies are not enforced whatever made for women. Lack of strong law, Women can't fl atter, and they can't be sycophants and can't go for drink and dine like men-folk.
Women have been spending their lives as a second class citizen due to man-oriented society, feudalistic thoughts, dogmatic deeprooted culture and mentality from the time immemorial. Even great philosophers and thinkers of the then society (till 18 th century) had tagged women a second class citizen. Due to which the condition of women went from bad to worse. They were never given opportunity to improve their personality and leadership either in social, political and economic area because of patriarchic society. They always remained backward and they were made to be dependent on men. They were taught that their husbands were the incarnation of Lord Bishnu. Therefore the reservation of women in politics and policy building should be given.
